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One day in the summer of 2024, the people of
Guisborough woke up to find a trail of giant 
footprints through the middle of their town...
who had been visiting them during the night?

The story...

Not long ago, near the ancient and beautiful town of Guisborough, there

was a family of giants.

They lived on the hill above the town, in the woods. But they were older 
than the woods, older than the town, for giants live a long time. Nobody 
knew they were there. They bothered no-one, and no-one bothered them.

But recently there has been much activity in the woods. Many trees have 
been cut down; gaps have opened up where there are no trees, and no 
hiding places.  The giants were worried that they might be discovered. So 
they decided to quietly move, overnight, and find a new home, where they 
can stay safe.

Packing all their possessions into a giant handcart, they waited until dead 
of night, and then tiptoed out through the darkness. They slipped silently, 
stealthily,  through the middle of Guisborough. 

All the townsfolk were asleep in their beds. They didn't hear the handcart 
as it started to squeak, and then creak, and then – oh no, disaster! – one of 
the wheels fell off, and all their possessions toppled out onto the ground.

Quickly they pushed the wheel back onto the axle, and loaded all their 
things back onto the handcart. But now it wobbled as they pushed it along, 
and every so often, one of the giant objects would fall off. 

They tried to pick up all of the objects. But, in the dark, some of their 
possessions have been left behind, lying around in the streets of the town.

The giants are now safe and happy in their new home. The kind 
shopkeepers and business people in Guisborough have been keeping the 
giant objects safe. Do you think the giants might come back to find the 
things they left behind?



The trail map shows where the kind people of Guisborough kept the giants’ 
possessions safe

The footprints looked remarkably like works of art … and so did  the 
objects …

Some people say it was really a trail of giant works of art …

so we have collected images of all the items for you to enjoy, in our 
catalogue.



Poster advertising the Guisborough Giant Art Trail, July 2024:



Guisborough Giant is a trail not an exhibition – and therefore we wanted to retain elements of 
mystery, surprise and expectation. We did not give full explicit descriptions of the works on the trail
leaflet, instead we offered some riddles and some ridiculous puns:

polish your precious pegs = the giant toothbrush

time for tea = the totally tubby teapot

table talk = the tremendously tall table

we go everywhere on foot = the seven-league slippers

site for sore eyes = giant spectacles, at Specsavers

can we fix it? Giants can = the Giants’ toolkit

the giant may give you a magic ring = the giant mobile phone

camping out in the woods = the banner made by the Scouts

huge but purrfectly formed = the giant cat

a shower of bells = the giant jinglestick

face the music = the giant mythical mask, at Greensleeves music shop

neither knotting nor netting, you may get pins and needles = giant knitting (and safety pins) at 
Leven Crafts

the write thing = giant pencil.

The objects were not made to order for the locations; rather, the objects were conceived and 
made by the makers and we then sought a suitable art host (toothbrush at dentist, knitting at craft 
shop, pencil at bookshop etc). We are very grateful to our art hosts for their kindness and 
community spirit! And for releasing some objects they wanted to keep hold of! And for acting as 
guardians and custodians of other art works which may in future go on tour or to other homes.

Sustainability Audit: The vast majority of the art works were made from scrap, recycled, repurposed or found objects 
which had very little commercial value, confirming our view that the most environmentally friendly materials are also 
generally the cheapest; some new elements were unavoidable (glue, some paints, ribbon, some fabric; a thin concrete 
skin on the giant cat…). For display purposes cheap clothes rails at <£20 were used in preference to display stands at c.
£200; works were secured with recycled wooden pallets, rope, string, twine, bolts, brick ballast, etc. Some new items 
were unavoidable for safety-critical or security reasons; wherever possible we chose the cheapest and most 
environment-friendly items (an expendable painter’s pole to hang a giant banner was cheaper, larger and less invasive 
than custom-made alternatives). We are still seeking a good ecologically sound alternative to cable ties, window vinyls 
and the like.

  The tiny amount of waste materials (rinsing brushes etc) was managed in a careful environmentally sensitive way. 
Unwanted surplus (cardboard, newspaper etc) was returned to recycling.  Energy use was minimal (electricity for power
tools, boiling water etc) – when within our control, the supply of energy was from the group’s own solar panels or 
sourced from sustainable suppliers; but mostly we did not control the premises we worked in.





Guisborough is a town of some 20,000 people.

Book Town. 

Its library has the highest usage in the area. It 
has a wonderful independent bookshop.   

Arts Town? But Guisborough has no other

building dedicated to the arts – no theatre, no
cinema, no dedicated art gallery. Access to the arts is
poor. 

Nearby population centres have regular free arts
events but public transport links to those places tend
to be infrequent, indirect, and unreliable.
Many artists come from Guisborough, but mostly they exhibit their work elsewhere; in order to 
pursue a career in the arts, many move away.

So we conclude Guisborough is a

 Sleeping Giant. The giant needs to be awoken. Hence,

The Guisborough Giant project – 

* a trail of Giant art through the centre of town

* a community event where we can meet the giant in person

* promoting a more connected community through art

advancing the cause of 
* a local community arts centre 
* in a town where the creative industries flourish ,
so that our young people can stay here to pursue a career in the arts, benefitting our community 
instead of having to take their gifts elsewhere.


